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fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs;> rkfhy njw;fhrpa njhy;nghUs; 

Muha;r;rpahsu;fs; ,ilNa kpfTk; Gfo;ngw;w njhy;nghUs; Ma;thsu; xUtu;. fle;j 50 
Mz;Lfshf> gy Njrpa kw;Wk; ru;tNjr mwpQu;fSld; ,ize;J rpuhd; njuzpafy 
mtufshy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l njhy;nghUs; Ma;;Tfs; kw;Wk; mtw;iw mbg;gilahff; 
nfhz;l mtuJ KbTfs;> ,yq;ifapd; gz;ila kf;fs; kw;Wk; fyhrhuk; njhlu;ghf ek;g 
Kbahj Ez;zwpit toq;fpAs;sd. fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fshy; G+u;t tuyhW 
kw;Wk; Ke;ija tuyhW njhlu;ghd Ma;Tfs; %yk; mwpKfg; gLj;jg;gl;l etPd 
njhopy;El;gq;fs; kw;Wk; tpQ;Qhd Muha;r;rp Kiwfs; ,yq;if njhy;ypay; Jiwf;F 
ru;tNjr kjpg;igf; ngw;Wf; nfhLj;jd. 
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xU rpwe;j njhy;nghUs; Muha;r;rpahsuhf> fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fsJ 

fs Ma;Tg; gapw;rpfs; neju;yhe;J> ,e;jpah> gpuhd;]; kw;Wk; ,q;fpyhe;J Nghd;w ehLfspy; 
Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;lJ. mtu; ,yq;ifapy; 20f;Fk; Nkw;gl;l Njrpa kw;Wk; ru;tNjr 
jpl;lq;fSf;F jiyik jhq;fpAs;shu;. fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtufshy; ,uzkL 
kz;NkLfs;;> jho;epyg; ghiwfs; tho;tplq;fs; kw;Wk; ,yq;ifapd; G+u;t tuyhw;wplq;fshd  
mDuhjGuk; kw;Wk; fe;jNuhil Nghd;w ,lq;fspy; Nkw;nfhs;sg;gl;l Ma;Tfis ehd; 
Fwpg;gpl tpUk;GfpNwd;.  

xU fy;tpahsuhf> mtu; Kd;dzp fy;tpapay; rQ;rpiffs; kw;Wk; ,jo;fspy; 40f;Fk; 
Nkw;gl;l Ma;Tf; fl;Liufis ntspapl;Ls;shu;. mj;Jld; mtu;> fyhrhu mYtyfs; 
mikr;R kw;Wk; njhy;nghUs; jpizf;fsk; Mfpatw;wpy; gy Kf;fpa gjtpfis 
tfpj;Js;shu;. fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs; 1968 ,y; ,yq;if njhy;nghUs; 
jpizf;fsj;jpd; cjtp MizahsuhfTk;> 1992 - 2001 tiu njhy;ypay; gzpg;ghsu; 
ehafkhfTk; flikahw;wpa fhyg;gFjpapy; ,yq;ifapd; Guhjd tuyhw;wpd; kPs; thrpg;ig 
Muk;gpj;j ngUikf;Fupatu;. fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fspd; fz;Lgpbg;Gfs; 
epr;rpakhf ,yq;ifapd; tuyhWg; gw;wpa gy Ma;TfSf;F toptFj;Js;sd. 
fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs;> ,uj;jpdGupia trpg;gplkhff; nfhz;ltUk; 
njhy;nghUspay; Jiwapy; Mu;tk; nfhz;l jiyKiwapypUe;Jk; te;jtu;. mtuJ jhj;jh 
fyhepjp Nghy; <. gPup];> xU rpwe;j tuyhw;wwpQu;. fyhepjp Nghy; <. gPup]; aho;g;ghzj;jpy; 
ePjpgjpahf ,Ue;j fhyj;jpy; (1917,y;) aho;g;ghzf; Flhehl;by; cs;s fe;jNuhilia> 
mDuhjGuj;ijg; Nghd;w xU Muk;gfhy tuyhw;wpy; Kf;fpaj;Jtk; tha;e;j ,lkhf 
mq;fPfupj;jhu;.  

,e;j ,lj;jpy; Kjd;Kjypy; mfo;thuhr;rpfis Nkw;nfhz;ltu; ,tuhthu;. 
mt;tplj;jpy; ngsj;j klhya tshfk; kw;Wk; njhy;ypay; nghUl;fis fz;nlLj;jhu;. mj; 
njhy;nghUl;fs; jw;NghJ aho;ghzj;jpy; mike;Js;s njhy;nghUs; mUq;fhl;rpafj;jpy; 
itf;fg;gl;Ls;sd. fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fsJ je;ij fyhepjp gP. <. gP. 
njuzpafy gy JiwfspYk; rpwe;j tpsf;fpatu;. mtu; ,uj;jpdGup khtl;lj;jpy; cs;s 
rpy ,uj;jpdr; Ruq;fq;fis mz;kpj;j gFjpfspy; Nkw;nfhz;l mfo;thuha;r;rpfspy; gy;NtW 
tpyq;Ffspd; Gijgbtq;fis Kjd;Kjypy; fz;Lgpbj;jhu;. ,e;j fz;Lgpbg;Gfs; 
,uj;jpdGup fyhrhuj;jpw;F cupikahf;fg;gl;ld.  

jdJ je;ijapd; mbr;Rtbfisg; gpd;gw;wp fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs; 
,yq;ifapd; Muk;gfhy fw;fhyf; fUtpfs; njhlu;ghf tpQ;Qhd kw;Wk; tpupthd 
Ma;Tfis Nkw;nfhz;L ,e;ehl;bd; Ke;ija tuyhW: xU #otpay; ghu;it (1992) vd;w 
jiyg;gpy; fy;tp Ma;Tf; fl;Liu ntspapl;lhu;. ,J ,yq;ifapd; Ke;ija tuyhW 
njhlu;ghf tpupthd Ma;Tf; fl;LiuahFk;. mj;Jld; ,J ,yq;ifapd; xU Kf;fpa 
ntspaPlhf mike;Js;sik Fwpg;gplj;jf;fJ. aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fof tuyhw;Wj; 
Jiwapy; gPl cWg;gpduhf vdf;F> fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fSld; 2000 Mz;by; 
,Ue;J mtuJ kiwT tiu xU neUf;fkhd njhopy;rhu; cwT ,Ue;jik xU 
ghf;fpakhFk;. 

gy re;ju;g;gq;fspy;> vq;fs; gPl cWg;gpdu;fs; fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy 
mtu;fSld; ,ize;J njhy;nghUs; Ma;Tfs; kw;Wk; mfo;thuha;r;rpfspy; gq;Nfw;wu;. 
fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs;> mg;Nghija njhy;nghUs; gzpg;ghsu; ehafkhd 
fyhepjp nrduj; jp]hehafTld; ,ize;J> ,yq;ifapd; tlf;Fg; gFjpapy; njhy;nghUs; 
Muha;r;rpfis tpupTgLj;Jk; Nehf;fpy; 2010,y; aho;g;ghz gpuhe;jpa njhy;nghUs; 
jpizf;fsj;ij mikg;gjpy; gzpahw;wpdhu;. ,e;j gpuhe;jpa njhy;nghUs; jpizf;fsk; 
epWtg;gl;lijj; njhlu;e;J> fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs;> ,yq;ifapd; njhy;nghUs; 
Ma;Tj; Jiwf;F jiyik jhq;fp> njd;dpyq;ifapy; kl;Lkd;wp tl ,yq;ifapYk; 
njhy;nghUs; Muha;r;rpahsu;fs; kw;Wk; khztu;fSld; ,ize;J gzpahw;wpdhu;. 2011 ,y;> 
aho;g;ghzg; gy;fiyf;fof njhy;nghUspay; kw;Wk; tuyhw;Wj; Jiwfisr; Nru;e;j> 
khztu;fs; kw;Wk; Mrpau;fs;> fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fspd; jiyikapy; 
njhy;ypay; jpizf;fsj;Jld; ,ize;J> Ke;ija ,Uk;G Afq;fspy;; kpf Kf;fpa Ma;T 
gpuNjrq;fSy; xd;whd fe;jNuhilapy; njhy;nghUs; mfo;thuha;r;rpfis Nkw;nfhz;ldu;. 
fe;jNuhil mfo;thuha;r;rpapd; ,Wjpf; fl;lj;jpy;> fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy kw;Wk; gpujp 
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njhy;ypay; gzpg;ghsu; fyhepjp epky; ngNuuh MfpNahu;> mjd; Ma;T KbTfspd; 
Kf;fpaj;Jtk; njhlu;ghf Clfq;fSf;F fUj;Jf; njuptpj;jdu;. mJ tlf;fpyq;ifapd; 
gz;ila njhy;ypay; kuGupikfis milahsg; gLj;jpa jUzkhf mile;jd.  

fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy mtu;fs;> 2001 ,y; gzpg;ghsu; ehafg; gjtpapypUe;J 
xa;T ngw;w NghjpYk; jdJ 79 tJ taJ tiu ,yq;if njhy;nghUs; Ma;Tj; Jiwapd; 
gpujk MNyhrfuhfg; gzpahw;wpdhu;. mtu;fs; jdJ 50 tUl njhy;ypay; tho;f;ifapy; gy 
njhy;nghUs; ,lq;fisf; fz;Lgpbj;j ngUikf;Fupatu;. mj;Jld; mtUf;Fg; gpd; te;j 
njhy;nghUs; Muha;r;rpahsu;fs; gyUf;Fk; topfhl;bdhu;. fyhepjp rpuhd; njuzpafy 
mtu;fspd; kiwT xU ghupa ,og;ghf ,Ug;gpDk;> mtuJ ngaUk;> gzpAk; vg;NghJk; 
epiyj;jpUf;Fk;. 
 

 
 
 

 
Dr. Siran Deraniyagala is one of the most well-known archaeologists among 

contemporary South Asian archaeologists. Over the past 50 years, his archeological 
studies in collaboration with many scholars nationally and internationally, and his 
conclusions based on them, have provided incredible insights to Sri Lanka's ancient 
people and culture. The modern technologies and scientific research methods introduced 
by Dr. Siran Deraniyagala in the study of prehistory and protohistory brought international 
appreciation of Sri Lankan archeology.  

An accomplished field archaeologist, his field training was carried out in countries 
such as the Netherlands, India, France and England. He has directed more than 20 
national and international projects in Sri Lanka. I specifically highlight the archaeological 
excavations Dr. Siran Deraniyagala carried out at Iranamadu Formation sites, lowland 
rock shelter sites and Early Historic sites of Sri Lanka such as Anuradhapura and 
Kantharodai. As a scholar, he published over 40 research articles in leading academic 
journals and volumes. He also held several high-profile key positions in the Ministry of 
Cultural Affairs and the Department of Archaeology. During his tenure as Assistant 
Commissioner of the Archaeological Department of Sri Lanka in 1968 and as Director 
General of Archeology from 1992-2001 he initiated the re-reading of ancient history of Sri 
Lanka. The discoveries of Dr.Siran Deraniyagala undoubtedly paved the way for many 
studies on the history of Sri Lanka. 

Dr. Siran Deraniyagala, a resident of Ratnapura, comes from generations 
dedicated to archaeology. His grandfather Dr. Paul E. Peiris was an eminent historian. 
During his tenure as a judge in Jaffna, in 1917, Dr. Paul E. Peiris first recognized the 
historical importance of Kantharodai in the Jaffna peninsula as an Early Historic site 
similar to Anuradhapura. It was he who first excavated the site, which was a Buddhist 
monastic complex and recovered antiquities, currently housed in the archaeological 
museum in Jaffna. Dr. Siran Deraniyagala’s father Dr. P.E.P Deraniyagala was a leading 
personality who excelled in many fields. He first discovered several sites with stone 
artifacts in the gem-bearing gravel, from the same horizons as those which had yielded 
the Ratnapura fossil fauna. These finds were accordingly assigned to the Ratnapura 
culture. Following in his father’s footsteps, Dr. Siran Deraniyagala shed new light on the 
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prehistory of Sri Lanka by conducting scientific and comprehensive studies on early stone 
tools of Sri Lanka. The main outcome of his research was the publication of his 
monograph entitled The Prehistory of Sri Lanka: an Ecological Perspective (1992). It was 
the comprehensive treatise to emerge on the prehistory of Sri Lanka and it proved to be 
a landmark publication. 

As a faculty member at the Department of History, University of Jaffna I was very 
fortunate to maintain a strong professional relationship with Dr. Siran Deraniyagala from 
the year 2000 until his demise. On several occasions, our faculty members participated 
in archeological explorations and excavations alongside him. Dr. Siran Deraniyagala 
collaborated with the then Director General of Archeology, Dr. Senarath Dissanayake, in 
setting up the Regional Department of Archeology in Jaffna in 2010 with the aim of 
expanding archeological research in the north of Sri Lanka.  

Following the establishment of this Regional Department of Archeology, Dr. Siran 
Deraniyagala led the Archaeological Survey of Sri Lanka to work with archaeologists and 
students not only in southern Sri Lanka but also in Northern Sri Lanka. In 2011, the 
students and staff of the archaeology, Department of History, University of Jaffna carried 
out archaeological excavations in collaboration with the Archaeology Department, 
headed by Dr. Siran Deraniyagala at one of the most significant Early Iron Age sites in 
the north, Kantharodai. At the closing stages of the Kantharodai excavation, Dr. Siran 
Deraniyagala and Dr. Nimal Perera, Deputy Director of Archeology, spoke to the media 
about the significance of the results. It was a very important moment for Sri Lankan 
archaeology where the ancient heritage from the north of Sri Lanka was highlighted. 

Although Dr. Siran Deraniyagala retired from the post of Director General in 2001, 
he served as the Chief Advisor of the Archaeological Survey of Sri Lanka until his demise 
at the age of 79. He is credited with discovering many archeological sites in Sri Lanka 
during his 50 years of archeological research and for mentoring many archaeologists who 
can carry on the work after him. Dr. Siran Deraniyagala’s demise is a loss to all, but his 
name and work will remain with us forever. 
 
 

 
(Original submission in English, translated to Tamil) 


