HVMHIFH Fgmedr OFHTemnuIs60: Ee0miensulsd
QILBHMBUD OH6hT HemFuld SenewndHd
QHTELEILITHET YU IGUTEITT

quiey Oubs FHACredL Cupmdflwy I yeduyHsend

QUTEUTBMIS HIMM, WTPLILITENIL LIs0HEM6VHBIOHSD, WTPLILTERID, 1f 6VmIGT

Dr. Siran Deraniyagala: The Archaeologist who Connected
North and South Sri Lanka

P. Pushparatnam

Retried Senior Professor, Department of History, University of Jaffna, Jaffna, Sri Lanka

Translator
Bhagya Dilhani Mabulage

Assistant Lecturer, Department of Sinhala and Mass Communication, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka.

&eOMHIg)  Hgmedt  Opyemiissy DiQUTHeT,  FIDBHTeL  OHBBTHAW  COHTe0CUTHEIT
pyrFHwrenyset @QenL G WS UBSPOLBB OHTEOCLITMHET UITENT @HeNT. &LbdH S0
AWIBHHeNTH, Liew CxrFwl 1oBmid FFaubhHF IlehToemL6 Remewibdhl  FAgmer  GFHyemiluissv
SlUTHeNTed  GomOsmeieniiu’ L QHTeLOUTHET PUIR|H6T IDBBID  DQIBEDB  DIQLILIHL_UITEHSD
CBTEmIL. SIUTHI (LPI9RH6IT, E6VBINBUNGIT LIGHTeNL Ul 1D&HEH6IT LOBBID HEVTFTIID CHTLJLUTS [HLDLI
(WPIQUITS [HICTTENINSEN6N QILDHBIGSIUIGTENEN. HeUTHIES FFmeil GGHyemiuiss DIUTHENT60 LTI 6UFeOTH
OBOBID  (WPHMSU  IFeOTml  OHTLIUTRr  HUleEseT  cpeold  SSpsS  UBSHSUIULL  Heier
CamPevmHIL UmIG6T OBBID  elehehTen  UITUIFF  (PHBH6ET  EevmhIenNd  GHTELIUI)  HIHBEH G
FyauCxhF wFHllenud QUBBIH CoTHHH6.

ANCIENT LANKA @

Volume 1 (2022): Siran Deraniyagala Commemoration Volume

© 2022 by the author/s. doi:xxxx
This is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the
Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 4.0



Pushparatnam, ANLK Vol 1 (2022)

QM FBbheH QHTEOCUTMHET UFTUIFAWTeNITS, H6oTHSH Fymen OFHFeniuissy DieUTH6ENSH
&6 UIel LUIBFHeT CBSHTeoThSHl, RbaWT, LIFTererd B@IDd QmidSeonhdl CuTes HT{HSH660
CuomOsmememiul’ L&, Seuy Revmiensulsy 205G Copul L ChFAw  wBmid  FreuBHa
FHLBIBEDHHG HEM6VENID SHTHRIGSIUGTENTT. HeomHFH Fgmer COHJewiuibsey SeuFHenTed Eyeniioh
et GLO(BH 6T, HTIDHIGVLI LITeNMBEH6T 6UTDAILHISH6T OBMID Eevmhienasulls LLTel alFeuTmsL hisberTer
SWITHTID  BBID  HhHHEITenL.  Cureip @)L miseflsd GBOETeTEMILL L U16)]HEMET  [HT6d
GBIIL  ellmibLesGmedr.

QM HeVIWITONITS, iU (Lpsitearemil devellulisd Fehdlenddsl BEBID SFHEeMed 4086a@W0
Cumul L oyulend &L Hengsenen  Ceueluil BeitenT]. DUHBHIL 6T DiNJ, HEOTFTT  SIEVISIVH6IT
SIMFFH  OBBID  OHTOCUTMHET  Hewemdbdend  pHuleuBrled UL (pHBUl  LGHeldHemen
QB HBIGTeNT]. HeomHFH  Fgmenr  GeHyemiuisey  SieuTHell 1968 @60  ERevmiend  OFHTeLEILITHEIT
HeNEMBHNHHN 2 Hal YeweTeNIIHeDd, 1992 - 2001 eueny OHmevevlulsd  LiswllLILITeTT
BTULGSLOTHD SHLenOWTBIIUL STeulil@GaHuled Revmiensulles LFTaoHem eugsormslen e eumdlienL
JHEH  CumedwHsGfwel]. SHeomhd  Fgmenr  GHremiuisey  DieuFmenen  HenTBLIGLILEB6NT
HFFwIoTs Sevmiemnamulen suyeommil UBMiul Lisv SHUIeEEHHE ILN6IE 666
&HeOMHIg  Fgmenr  GOpyemiwissy DiauHeT, @rsHalenfleows NN oTHS QBTN QIHLD
CaTeLGLTmeTuisd Hiewmulsd SuJeld BT Hmeu(PeBUTIHBEHID IHHAIT. DUTH HTHBHT
seomhlg Bured F. Lifled, @@ Fmbad eugeorBmpiehy. SeommHlg Gumsd . Liflerd wimbliLITesTgglev
bHUHWTE SHHeH STevHHe0 (1917@60) WMDLILITENIS GLTHTLIgEL 2 66l HHHETTenL 6mul,
DIDITHUTHMBL  CUTEIB @  UJIOLSTEY  euFeuTBISleL  (PpHBWHHIND euTllhd G LoTSH
DIBISHF HSBHT].

AbH BLHFHO  (WPHANIPHIe0  IBDTITEFSBemen  CoBOETERIL6u]  SeuTTeuT].
SIS GHFH60 GLeTHS DL Tevwl 6UENTHID OBMID GGHTeLeIUI GUITHL BM6N HWIGL_ HHBHTT. Dk
CBHTEOOLITMHL &6 HBOUTH  WTPLTEIHH60  DAMIDHSEIGNOT  QHTELOLITHET  DI[HBIGBTL Fluidh g 60
meUBBLILIL (BeiTenen.  HeoThig  Fgmer  Geyeniuissy  ITHNHI  Hhewdh &Heomhla 11 F. LI
Cpyemiwissy Usv HlemmHellsvid HAmhed alenbdweal]. e QréHHerf wrell L sHHed 2 siten
flov QTHHUNF FHIHIBHRIBMET WTOHH LGHHH6i60 CoBOldTeniL HiBDaITITUIFFH6re0 LisvEaIm)
AEVBIGHHBOMEIT  LIHSHLIGIBIHMET  (PHe(PpHeds0  HWIBLIQSHSHTT. BbdH  HentBLIgLILE6NT
QrHFHefl HOTFTIHHMBE 2 [FflenouiTdaUILL L 6.

HNEH HHwBHUIT DlgFFalgHenenl Llerumps HeonBld  Fgmer OHTewiuisen  DieuT a6l
@evmienEBUleT  DUTIDLSTL  HBHT6VH  HHANB6N  OHTLIUTS  elehehTen  WBMID  eifleumer
U6 Hm6T CLBOSTERIB SBEHTLIQET (LPHMSHW IIeOTH: @ Grloalulsd LmJened (1992) er6im
HMEVLILT6L  Heval ulend S By OCeuefull Lry. Sg evmenduled (LpHewSHUl  IFeOTH
CamLurs  elfleuten  Uieyd SLBHOIFUTGHL. ASHHILOT RHl  QNevmInBUNDT @) (PHWl
CeueuiLmes  SiemwphEHleTenend  GUIUIL HHHHH.  WTPLILTERIL  LISVHMeVHHINS — QIT60TBBISH
slempuisd 1L o minienns eeadba@, S6omHa Frmer Gereniuissy HeUTHEHL 60T 2000 < 6mTIg60
BBHH  SeUTH  LOBE D] RB  CBEGHSWIN  CBHTPFT] 2 Be| BGHESMO P
LT & aWLDTGLD.

Uev  FhHILILMIGeT6e0, emibeT LI 2 minlemjsst  seommlia)  Sgymer  Ggyemiluisey
SINTHEHL T  Qewemibdl  CHTEOGLTMHET UIRH6T BEXID  DSPTITUIFHSeMN6L  LRICHBB.
&H6UMHIg  Fgmedt  QFHTenluissy  DeuTHe, SCUTMSHUI  QHTEOOLTHET  LIsHNLILITENT  [HTUIGSLOT6
HEUMHIF OFadh HeOTHTWLSNL 65T Senenibdl, ReVmmBUNT Il H@&I LUGHuUlsd GQFHTeLEILITHIT
ariFfsemen  olfleuBeHgid  Cpraalsd  2010Q60  wimpiumenr  LgThHUl  QFHTeLEILITHeIT
HEMMIBHHNHMSB DAMLILIFHED LeniwrBpslenty. Rbsd LIFThHHw  QHTeLOLTHOT  85en6mrdd6riD
BRIIUL LenddH QHTLIhHEI, H60mHE FAymer CeHyeniuised DieuTH6lT, Reomiensuller GFHTeLEILITHIT
UG HOBHG HMeLEMID  HThIF, OFHeiemevmienasuisy 1ol Boss el @eokiensuisvid
CBHTEOOILITHET UFTUIFFIUITONTHET OBMID LOTEIITHEHL 6T ERemenibdhl Lswiwimmplerty. 2011 &ev,
WIMPLILITERIL  LI60BMeVEHBIE  GHTeLOLTHefluied B@IDd  eIFeoTBBIsh HiewmamendF  CFhs,
LOTEUIRITH6TT  IOBBID  UFUWITH6T, SHeoTHdH  Fgmenr  OHFenfluissy  DeUTHEMET  HEMELENLOUTED
OBHTeLEIIUIED FeMEMBHENHHIL 65T NemewibdHl, (PHWHUI SHIDL] UIBBEIGBMEL 10&H (PhHaHUl 16
LyCHamisEmed eeimren HHHEITEmLuled OHTEOCLITHET DiBLUTITUIFFBemen  GLoBO\HTENTL 6.
BhHOITEML  DIBDUTITUIFFUTT QMBS B L HFH6L, H6UTHIE Fymeir GgHyeniuisey WOBBID LIFs)
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Opmevedluied  LewilliLTeny  &HeomBlg  Hiosd  QuUBIIT  HCWITT, DiHeh  PUle)  (LPIYe|SHerler
WPEIWSHBHINID OFHTLJUTS 261 HHIBEDHHEG SHHHIH OHFlHHT. DBl eIl bHde0mendsU e
usTenL_ Ul GeHmevedlulsy LOTL|flenodemen DemLWITeMl LBHSHU HHENIOTEH DL [HH6M.

H6UMHIZ Fgmeit OFHTewlluissy SieuFsmeir, 2001 @60 uewlliuTeny HTWSL LGHUIeI b
@uley Oumm Gurdsvd Hedl 79 eudHl auwFH ey Revmiend CHTeOCUITMHeT Ule)d Hlenmuller
rsio S CeonFsrmall UsnlwmBplenTy. DieufHen Hergdl 50 eumL OHTe0edulsd aITDHmBUTSD 160
OHTOELITMHET E_MibBmend HBLIYSHS CLHMSGFIWaI]. DHHIL T DIhBGI L6 albdH
OHTOOLITMHET  ITUIFSWTENTHET  LIVHBGID  PSTL 96T,  HeoThid  Fymer Qg remiluisso
SiJHeMen edBeY @ UTflw @iiure RaUieib, Seurgh Guwi@D, Uswiwbd  sriGUTgID
HlEm6VH I (HHELD.

Dr. Siran Deraniyagala is one of the most well-known archaeologists among
contemporary South Asian archaeologists. Over the past 50 years, his archeological
studies in collaboration with many scholars nationally and internationally, and his
conclusions based on them, have provided incredible insights to Sri Lanka's ancient
people and culture. The modern technologies and scientific research methods introduced
by Dr. Siran Deraniyagala in the study of prehistory and protohistory brought international
appreciation of Sri Lankan archeology.

An accomplished field archaeologist, his field training was carried out in countries
such as the Netherlands, India, France and England. He has directed more than 20
national and international projects in Sri Lanka. | specifically highlight the archaeological
excavations Dr. Siran Deraniyagala carried out at lIranamadu Formation sites, lowland
rock shelter sites and Early Historic sites of Sri Lanka such as Anuradhapura and
Kantharodai. As a scholar, he published over 40 research articles in leading academic
journals and volumes. He also held several high-profile key positions in the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs and the Department of Archaeology. During his tenure as Assistant
Commissioner of the Archaeological Department of Sri Lanka in 1968 and as Director
General of Archeology from 1992-2001 he initiated the re-reading of ancient history of Sri
Lanka. The discoveries of Dr.Siran Deraniyagala undoubtedly paved the way for many
studies on the history of Sri Lanka.

Dr. Siran Deraniyagala, a resident of Ratnapura, comes from generations
dedicated to archaeology. His grandfather Dr. Paul E. Peiris was an eminent historian.
During his tenure as a judge in Jaffna, in 1917, Dr. Paul E. Peiris first recognized the
historical importance of Kantharodai in the Jaffna peninsula as an Early Historic site
similar to Anuradhapura. It was he who first excavated the site, which was a Buddhist
monastic complex and recovered antiquities, currently housed in the archaeological
museum in Jaffna. Dr. Siran Deraniyagala’s father Dr. P.E.P Deraniyagala was a leading
personality who excelled in many fields. He first discovered several sites with stone
artifacts in the gem-bearing gravel, from the same horizons as those which had yielded
the Ratnapura fossil fauna. These finds were accordingly assigned to the Ratnapura
culture. Following in his father’s footsteps, Dr. Siran Deraniyagala shed new light on the
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prehistory of Sri Lanka by conducting scientific and comprehensive studies on early stone
tools of Sri Lanka. The main outcome of his research was the publication of his
monograph entitled The Prehistory of Sri Lanka: an Ecological Perspective (1992). It was
the comprehensive treatise to emerge on the prehistory of Sri Lanka and it proved to be
a landmark publication.

As a faculty member at the Department of History, University of Jaffna | was very
fortunate to maintain a strong professional relationship with Dr. Siran Deraniyagala from
the year 2000 until his demise. On several occasions, our faculty members participated
in archeological explorations and excavations alongside him. Dr. Siran Deraniyagala
collaborated with the then Director General of Archeology, Dr. Senarath Dissanayake, in
setting up the Regional Department of Archeology in Jaffna in 2010 with the aim of
expanding archeological research in the north of Sri Lanka.

Following the establishment of this Regional Department of Archeology, Dr. Siran
Deraniyagala led the Archaeological Survey of Sri Lanka to work with archaeologists and
students not only in southern Sri Lanka but also in Northern Sri Lanka. In 2011, the
students and staff of the archaeology, Department of History, University of Jaffna carried
out archaeological excavations in collaboration with the Archaeology Department,
headed by Dr. Siran Deraniyagala at one of the most significant Early Iron Age sites in
the north, Kantharodai. At the closing stages of the Kantharodai excavation, Dr. Siran
Deraniyagala and Dr. Nimal Perera, Deputy Director of Archeology, spoke to the media
about the significance of the results. It was a very important moment for Sri Lankan
archaeology where the ancient heritage from the north of Sri Lanka was highlighted.

Although Dr. Siran Deraniyagala retired from the post of Director General in 2001,
he served as the Chief Advisor of the Archaeological Survey of Sri Lanka until his demise
at the age of 79. He is credited with discovering many archeological sites in Sri Lanka
during his 50 years of archeological research and for mentoring many archaeologists who
can carry on the work after him. Dr. Siran Deraniyagala’s demise is a loss to all, but his
name and work will remain with us forever.

(Original submission in English, translated to Tamil)



