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Sudarshan Seneviratne (1949-2024), a pioneer scholar in Sri Lankan history, 
archaeology, and heritage research, has made significant contributions through his 
prolific publication record and seminars in both Sri Lankan and international settings. 
His focus on a broad spectrum of problem-oriented and issue-related multidisciplinary 
topics within the fields of history, archaeology, and heritage studies have been 
disseminated in English, and also translated into Sinhala and Tamil. This document 
compiles the extensively referenced work of Seneviratne into a comprehensive 
bibliography.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ancient Lanka: Volume 2 (202X) 

© 202X by the author/s. https://doi.org/10.29173/anlkxxx 
This is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the 

Creative Commons Attribution CC BY 4.0  

mailto:dulmak@uvic.ca
https://doi.org/10.29173/anlk941
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Sudharshan Seneviratne: Bibliography 
 

Seneviratne, S. (2025). Historical materialism and modes of production in early South 
Asia. Ancient Lanka, 4. https://doi.org/10.29173/anlk926 (forthcoming) 

Attanayake, C. P., Seneviratne, S., & Mapa, R. B. (2025). Reconstructing past 
settlements through soil characterization: Vessagiriya, Sri Lanka . Ancient Lanka, 
4. https://doi.org/10.29173/anlk858 (forthcoming) 

Seneviratne, S. (2023). Platform Task Regaining the Next Generation of Archaeologists 
in Sri Lanka. Ancient Lanka, 2. https://doi.org/10.29173/anlk667 

Seneviratne, S. (2019). State after the empire: Hegemony, ideology and production in 
post-Maurya state. In Roy, K., & Dayal, N (Eds.), Questioning paradigms, 
constructing histories: A festschrift for Romila Thapar (pp. 32-50). Aleph Book 
Company. 

Seneviratne, S. (2018). Dialectics of change and reading alternative histories: Ideology, 
modes of production, and social formation in early South-Central Asia, Social 
Affairs: A Journal for the Social Sciences, 1(9), 14-26. 
https://socialaffairsjournal.com/images/Journal_Downloads/Archives/2018_Fall/
2_Sudharshan_Seneviratne_SAJ1_9__type-file.pdf 

Seneviratne, S. (2018). Understanding the burial Archaeological context in Sri Lanka. A 
Conference On Understanding The Values Embedded In Burial Archaeological 
Sites In Southernmost India, Colombo. 

Seneviratne, S. (2017, May 11). Buddhist remains of South India is a Dhamma Dhana 
[Video]. YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggnNaJDeimI 

Seneviratne, S. (2015, July 14). Guest lecture by H.E. Professor Sudharshan 
Seneviratne, High Commissioner for Sri Lanka to India. [Video]. YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Rt7rymx8Ek 

Premathilake, R., & Seneviratne, S. (2015). Cultural implication based on pollen from 
the ancient mortuary complex in Sri Lanka. Journal of Archaeological Science, 
53, 559-569. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2014.11.011 

 

https://doi.org/10.29173/anlk858
https://doi.org/10.29173/anlk667
https://socialaffairsjournal.com/images/Journal_Downloads/Archives/2018_Fall/2_Sudharshan_Seneviratne_SAJ1_9__type-file.pdf
https://socialaffairsjournal.com/images/Journal_Downloads/Archives/2018_Fall/2_Sudharshan_Seneviratne_SAJ1_9__type-file.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggnNaJDeimI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Rt7rymx8Ek
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jas.2014.11.011


Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seneviratne, S. (2013). CHOGM 13: Special report. Commonwealth Heads of 

Government Meeting 2013, FIRST in Cooperation with the CHOGM Taskforce. 
London. 

Seneviratne, S. (2013, March 24). Humanising archaeology in multi-cultural society. 
The Sunday Times.  
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/130324/sunday-times-2/humanising-archaeology-in-multi-cultural-society-38143.html 

Seneviratne, S. (2012). Shared cultures and heritage for conflict resolution: A South 
Asian perspective. ORF Disclosure, 5(17) Observer Research Foundation. 

Seneviratne, S. (Ed.). (2011). The Sigiriya Museum (Central Cultural Fund Museum 
Series I). Central Cultural Fund. 

Seneviratne, S. (2011). Opposing inclusion & unresolving conflict: Postcolonial 
subversion of knowledge in South Asia [Lindersmith Lecture]. Carleton College, 
Northfield, MN.  

Seneviratne, S. (2011). Past in the present and the present in the past [Department of 
Anthropology Forum]. Macalester College, St. Paul, MN. 

Seneviratne, S. (2011). Heritage odyssey: Unfolding the multi-faceted personality of an 
island civilization [Cornell Professor Oration]. Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, 
PA.  

Seneviratne, S. (2011). Humanism for Peace: A Buddhist Perspective [Speech]. United 
Nations General Assembly, New York, NY. 

Seneviratne, S. (2011). Center and periphery during the formative period of Sri Lanka: 
Redefining contested spaces in historiography [Lecture]. Department of South 
Asian Studies, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA.  

Seneviratne, S. (2011, July 10). Reflecting on a compassionate intellectual in a 
post-conflict era. The Sunday Times. 
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/110710/Plus/plus_11.html 

Seneviratne, S. (Ed.). (2010). Corridors of oceanic heritage: Galle Maritime 
Archaeology Museum & Information Center. Central Cultural Fund. 

 

https://www.sundaytimes.lk/130324/sunday-times-2/humanising-archaeology-in-multi-cultural-society-38143.html
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/110710/Plus/plus_11.html
https://www.sundaytimes.lk/110710/Plus/plus_11.html


Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seneviratne, S., Karunarathna, D., Nanayakkara, K., & Poornima, S. (2010). 

Contradictions of development in the chasm of survival or obliteration: Saga of 
crafts communities in the Central Province of Sri Lanka. FLICT & Deutsche 
Gesellschaft, Internationale Zusammenarbeit. 

Seneviratne, S. (Ed.). (2009a). Jetavana Stupa Purana. Central Cultural Fund. 

Seneviratne, S. (Ed.). (2009b). Jetavana and Vessagiri archaeological reports (2000 to 
2009). Central Cultural Fund. 

Seneviratne, S. (Ed.).(2009c). A visual narration of a unique heritage legacy: Sigiriya 
Museum & Information Centre. Central Cultural Fund. 

Seneviratne, S. (2008). Situating Sri Lanka’s role in the SAARC region [D.A. Rajapaksa 
Memorial Lecture].  

Seneviratne, S. (2008a). Situating world heritage sites in a multi-cultural society: The 
ideology of presentation of the Sacred City of Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka. In M. 
Liebmann & U. Z. Rizvi (Eds.), Archaeology and the post-colonial critique (pp. 
177-196). Alta Mira Press. 

Seneviratne, S. (2008b). Heritage for coexistence: Situating Sri Lanka’s role in the 
SAARC region. Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

Seneviratne, S. (2007). People to people connectivity and peace interaction: 
Redefining heritage for conflict resolution [Vesak Commemoration Oration]. 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Seneviratne, S. (2007a). People-to-people Connectivity and peace interaction, 
Redefining heritage for conflict resolution. Embassy of Sri Lanka, Kathmandu, 
Nepal. 

Seneviratne, S. (2007b). Marine archaeology in Sri Lanka: Prospects towards a 
paradigm shift. In A. Tripathi (Ed.), India and the eastern seas (pp. 193-202). 
Agam Kala Prakashan. 

Seneviratne, S. (2007c). Heritage excellence 2007. Central Cultural Fund. 

 



Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seneviratne, S. (2007d), The Archaeology of the megalithic – Black and red ware 

complex in Sri Lanka. In Art and archaeology of Sri Lanka (pp. 135-202). Central 
Cultural Fund, Ministry of Cultural Affairs. 

Seneviratne, S. & Jayaratne, D. K. (2006). A shared ritual cultural symbol: The 
megalithic memorials of South India and Sri Lanka. Alternative Archaeology, 1, 
1-14. 

Seneviratne, S. (2006). Ordering the past and legitimating the present: Politics of 
archaeology in a global context (Henri M. Jackson Lecture). Whitman College, 
Walla Walla. 

Seneviratne, S. (2006a). Heritage. UNESCO New Delhi & Department of Archaeology, 
University of Peradeniya. 

Seneviratne, S. (2006b). Problems of Ceylon history and the fear of history. In J. 
Clifford Holt & P. B. Meegaskumbura (Eds.), Identity and difference: Essays on 
society and culture of Sri Lanka (pp. 27-48). ISLE Program USA. 

Seneviratne, S. (2006, January 27). Reading the past in a more inclusive way. 
Frontline. https://frontline.thehindu.com/other/article30208096.ece 

Seneviratne, S. (2006, April 22). We have to think beyond political boundaries. 
Frontline. https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/article30204380.ece 

Seneviratne, S. (2005a). Knowledge information in multi-cultural South Asia: 
Redefining education for the next generation. Ethnic Studies Review, ICES. 

Seneviratne, S. (2005b). From language to race: Deconstructing ‘Tamil’ identity in 
antiquity. International Relations in a Globalizing World, 1(1), 137-160.  Sage. 

 

Seneviratne, S. (2005, November 17). Walking through corridors of culture with 
Lakshman Kadirgamar. Daily News. https://archives.dailynews.lk/2005/11/17/fea02.htm 

Seneviratne, S. (2004). Problems of Ceylon history & the fear of history (G.C. Mendis 
Memorial Oration). Colombo. 

Seneviratne, S. (2003). The philosophical and social role of early Buddhism in South 
India. Sri Lanka Deputy High Commission in South India. 

 

https://frontline.thehindu.com/other/article30208096.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/article30204380.ece
https://archives.dailynews.lk/2005/11/17/fea02.htm


Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seneviratne, S. (2003, June 20). Conserving a shared legacy. Frontline. 

https://frontline.thehindu.com/other/article30217439.ece 

Seneviratne, S. (2001). Situating history and the historian’s craft. Ethnic Studies 
Report, 19(1), 139-145. ICES. 

Seneviratne, S. (2001). Management of knowledge of information in a multi-cultural 
society: Redefining education for the next generation (Cornel Henry Steel Olcott 
Memorial Oration). BMICH, Colombo.  

Seneviratne, S. (2000). Chieftains, kings and sacred spaces: Ideological integration in 
early social formations (Tallman Professor Oration). Bowdoin College, Brunswick. 

Seneviratne, S. (1999). Megaliths of South Asia with special reference to the early 
megaliths in Sri Lanka. In I. Yoo (Ed.), World Megalithic Culture. World Megalithic 
Association. 

Seneviratne, S. (1997a). Pinwewa-Galsohonkanatta 1997: The archaeology of an early 
iron age memorial site University of Peradeniya, Department of Archaeology. 

Seneviratne, S. (1997b). Chankam poetic works as a source for the archaeologist. In V. 
Kanakaratnam (Ed.), S. Thilayanathan felicitation volume (pp. 342-346). Kandy. 

Seneviratne, S. (1996). State formation in peninsular India and Sri Lanka. In History of 
humanity (Vol. 3, pp. 378-384). Paris/New York: UNESCO. 

Seneviratne, S. (1996). Peripheral regions and marginal communities: Towards an 
alternative explanation in early iron age material and social formations. In R. 
Champakalakshmi & S. Gopal (Eds.), Tradition, dissent and ideology: Essays in 
honor of Romila Thapar (pp. 264-312). Oxford University Press. 

Seneviratne, S. (1995). From kudi to nadu: A suggested framework for the study of 
pre-state political formations in early Iron Age South India. Sri Lanka Journal of 
the Humanities, 19(1-2), 57–77. 
https://ir.lib.pdn.ac.lk/items/3954b021-1655-4993-a032-10d8ec444e73/full 

Seneviratne, S. (1994). Ecology and archaeology of Seruwila copper-magnetite 
prospect, Northeast Sri Lanka. In From Sumer to Meluha: Contributions to the 
Archaeology of South and West Asia in Memory of George F. Dales (Wisconsin 
Archaeological Reports, 3, pp. 261–280). 

 

https://frontline.thehindu.com/other/article30217439.ece
https://ir.lib.pdn.ac.lk/items/3954b021-1655-4993-a032-10d8ec444e73/full


Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seneviratne, S. (1994). Ordering the past: Decoding ancient cultural ecology through 

archaeology. Institute of Fundamental Studies. 

Seneviratne, S. (1994). Twilight of the perumakan: South Indian polity restructured and 
incorporated. In M. Van Bakel et al. (Eds.), Pivot politics: changing cultural 
identities in early state formation process (pp. 161-179). Het Spinhuis. 

Seneviratne, S. (1993). Situating Archaeological Sites along Plate Boundaries: 
Prospects for Future Mineral Resource Use. Institute of Fundamental Studies. 

Seneviratne, S. (1993). Some sangam terms reflecting movement, interaction and 
sedentation during the early iron age of South India. In P. Sorata & J. 
Danansuriya (Eds.), Critical Essays on Language and Literature (pp. 137–145). 
Sarasvati Pirivena. 

Seneviratne, S. (1992). Pre-state chieftains and servants of the state: A case study of 
Parumaka. Sri Lanka Journal of the Humanities, 15(1-2), 99–131. 

Seneviratne, S. (1992). Resource use in antiquity: The utilization of minerals, water flora 
and fauna in pre modern Sri Lanka School Science program. Institute of 
Fundamental Studies. 

Seneviratne, S. (1990). The locational significance of early Iron Age sites in 
intermediary transitional eco-systems: A preliminary investigation of the upper 
Kala Oya system. In S. Bandaranayake, M. Mogren, & S. Epitawatte (Eds.), The 
settlement archaeology of the Sigiriya-Dambulla Region (pp. 121–152). 
Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology. 

Seneviratne, S. (1990). (Ed.). Perspectives in archaeology: Leelananda Prematilleke 
Festschrift. University of Peradeniya, Department of Archaeology. 

Seneviratne, S. (1990c). A Life after death: Continuity and change in the religious 
symbolism of the early Iron Age. In S. Seneviratne et al. (Eds.), Perspectives in 
archaeology (pp. 145-152). University of Peradeniya, Department of 
Archaeology. 

Seneviratne, S. (1988). Mica zones and Early Iron Age sites in Sri Lanka: An 
explanatory note. The Sri Lanka Journal of the Humanities, 12(1-2), 121-132. 

 



Karunarathna, ANLK Vol 4 (2025) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Seneviratne, S. (1987). Iron technology in Sri Lanka, a preliminary study of resource 

use and production techniques during the early Iron Age. The Sri Lanka Journal 
of the Humanities, 11, 121-132.Seneviratne, S. & Senanayake, A. M. P. (1987). 
A preliminary study of a road trace from Uruwela to Ambattbakola during the 
early historic period. In Proceedings of the 2nd National Archaeological 
Congress. Colombo, Sri Lanka, Foundation Institute. 

Seneviratne, S. (1985). The Barata: A case of community integration in early historic Sri 
Lanka. In A. R. B. Amarasinghe & S. J. Sumanasekera Banda (Eds.), Festschrift: 
James Thevathasan Rutnam (pp. 49-56). Sri Lanka UNESCO National 
Commission. 

Seneviratne, S. (1984a). Quarterly report of the acting director (Archaeology) Kandy 
Project. The Cultural Quarterly of the Cultural Triangle, 2(1), 10-20. 

Seneviratne, S. (1984b). The archaeology of the Megalithic black and red ware 
complex in Sri Lanka. Ancient Ceylon, 5, 237-307.  

Seneviratne, S. (1983). The curse of Kuveni: The indigenous Vedda and the antithesis 
of modernization. Lanka Guardian. 

Seneviratne, S. (1981). Kalinga and Andhra: The process of secondary state formation 
in southeast India. In H. J. M. Classen & P. Skalnik (Eds.), The study of the state. 
The Hague: Mouton. 

Seneviratne, S. (1976). The Maurya state. In H. J. M. Classen & P. Skalnik (Eds.), The 
early state, The Hague: Mouton. 

Seneviratne, S. (Unpublished Manuscript). A New Heritage Road Map for Sri Lanka in 
a Globalized Economy.  

 


